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It 1s not very often that we are able to introduce such a fine selection of 
juveniles, in almost every age group, and we do want to call your attention to the 
high quality of the books reported below. 


PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Earle, Vana : Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
MY FRIEND JOHNNY $2.00 


* A story that should have real meaning for all little boys and girls who have 
been "mad" at their best friends. Told deftly and with humor and understanding in 
semi-rhymed text and true-to-life illustrations, by the author. Will earn thank-yous 
from parents of children who are on the outs with a good friend - as every child is at 
one time or another. Well stitched board (Publ.) 


Davis, Mary Octavia Steck 
{ PINKIE $1.00 


An appealing little story with which a small child could easily identify- a 
@ turtle who couldn't find a playmate. It is to be regretted, however, that the solution 
of the dilemma is not handled on a more realistic level -- instead of Pinkie finding 
his own friend the other animals find one for him. The clean cut color of the illust- 
rations by Dutz do not compensate for the over-sentimentalized Disney style.-- Imagine! 
A turtle with curly eyelashes! Plastic cloth, sturdy binding. (Publ.). 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 









Steeple, Ann Day Hart 
A CHILD'S FIRST BOOK OF BIBLE STORIES $1.50 







The concept of this book is for children from seven to nine, but the vocabulary 
level precludes it for beginning readers. The seventeen stories from the Old Testament 
are told simply and motivation is handled in a child's terms with scarifying aspects 
held to a minimum. Unfortunately, the lilt of Bibie English has not been felicitously 
approximated. The illustrations lack warmth, and seem based on traditional material in- 
stead of being reconceived for children. There should be an additional market among 
Jewish children for this. Board. (Publ.) 










ACTIVITY BOOKS 






Golden Play Books Simon & Schuster 
Publ. Paper bound ea. 50g 







Bleeker, Sonia - ANIMAL STAMPS - 48 animal stories to be read aloud by an adult. 
Small fry will enjoy coloring the large, simply drawn animals, and then identifying the 

z= stamps and pasting them in their proper places Novelty merchandise good for rainy day 

and sick bed activity. James Gordon Irving, illustrator. Paper bound. (Publ. ) 
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Kennedy, Nancy - AUTOMOBILE STAMPS - 60 picture stamps of cars, many of the an- 
tique variety that are collector's items among the Younger Set today. The text should 
satisfy second and third grade readers. Procedure as above. Good novelty merchandise 


for “busy work". Paper bound. (Publ.) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN -- FICTION 


Hastings House 


Foster, Harold 
PRINCE VALIANT FIGHTS ATTILA THE HUN $2.75 


A comic hero is back in a second book of the blood and thunder variety of his- 
tory for the young which is long on battles and short on dates. The type of book thou- 
sands of our youngsters adore while parents, teachers, and librarians deplore: This item 
deals with an older, if not more mature, Sir Valiant and his exploits against the wily 
Attila. Between battles the handsome Val enraptures all the maidens he encounters. The 
author's illustrations make use of all the comic-strip tricks. Board. (Publ.) 


Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 


Howard, Joan 
THE SUMMER IS MAGIC $2.50 

** More hilarious doings with Jill and Ronnie and their black cat, Merlin, who can 
do magic,- sequel to The 13th is Magic. This time the setting is the country near the 
sea-"for the most powerful magic in the world is found wherever the land meets the sea“. 
And, it takes powerful magic indeed to find Merlin who disappears from his cat carrier 
the minute he arrives with the children at Aunt Alice's country house. Fortunately Miss 
Howard's usual cast of useful zanies soon make their appearance and help the children. 
Booksellers can be certain that any child who likes well-controlled broomstick humor will 
be delighted to make the acquaintance of Melarky, the Pirate, and Mr. Jepson who gave 
them a divining stick, and Serendipity, the Snail, who was always discovering unexpected 
things. Adrienne Ames' illustrations again. Cloth. (Publ.) 


Weissenstein, Helen McKay 
JOHN AND THE CHESS MEN $2.75 


* This will not have widespread interest, but adults who are addicted to the Royal 
Game will find this a sound introduction to chess for their children. Ten and eleven 
year olds will find more interest in this than any but the most precocious eights and 
nines. The story of Johnny, who found a new lease on life when the twins got him into 
the Grinning Knights Chess Club, has a real message for shut-in children, though active 
youngsters may find the story, as well as the game, a bit slow and taxing. Cloth. (Publ.) 


Muhlenweg, Fritz Pantheon 
BIG TIGER AND CHRISTIAN $4.95 


** A whopper of a book (592 pp.) done in the grand tradition of the picaresque 
novel. As exciting as a comics serial but wholesome as a glass of milk. The author is 
a German explorer who has lived for many years among the Mongolians of the Gobi desert, 
and not as an outsider. With this background and an obvious love and understanding for — 
children he has spun a tale of adventure that will ensnare readers from 9 to 12 (maybe 
even older). Christian, a white boy, and Big Tiger, his Chinese friend, start out to 
sail their kites one fine afternoon in Peking in the twenties. They are lured onto a 
troop train which lands them in the enemy's camp. ‘The enemy is surprisingly friendly 
and the boys are sent as messengers to return home by a wide circuit though the Gobi 
desert where they encounter Mongolians who live much as they did under Ghengis Kan. 
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They weather a sandstorm, take part in a wolf hunt, and dig for treasure in a ghost 
town, remaining throughout as unspoiled and boyish as Huck Finn. Rafaello Busoni's 
many illustrations lend reality to the people and their artifacts. Girls will like 
this, too. Cloth, and despite size, not too heavy for a child to handle. ( Publ.) 


Sewell, Anna Scribner 
BLACK BEAUTY $3.00 


* Here is Anna Sewell's classic story in short form illustrated to the hilt 
with Paul Brown's knowledgeable drawings of horses that so many children love. Should 
open this old classic to a new generation who might balk at the excessive sentimental- 
ity of the original and shy at its flat-footed moralizing. A streamlined version 
which loses none of the flavor or the story in this twentieth century adaptation. Don't 
be set back by the external picture book format-there is plenty here of real substance 
for eight to eleven year olds. Cloth. (Publ.) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN ~~ NON-FICTION 


Ross, Frank,Jr. Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
BEN FRANKLIN, Scientist $2.75 


* Very able presentation of the less known inventions of Ben Franklin,written 
by the author of the Young People’s Book of Jet Propulsion,and presented with verve 
and bounce though scientifically sound. Should be very satisfying to the experimental 
age group, who will relish the thinking, so much like their own, which led to such in- 
ventions as an ice box, a sea-anchor, a hand paddle to help him swim faster, and the 
like. Cloth. (Publ.) 


Doane, Pelagie Oxford 
A BOOK OF NATURE $4.00 


A pleasant vacation companion, whether for meadow, woods or seashore, though 
the format is not conducive to use as an actual field guide. Rather is it a book to 
turn to for identification after a jaunt. The text suggests rambling with a well-in- 
formed aunt, whose view of nature is encyclopedic, warm, but just a wee bit sentimen- 
tal. The illustrations are sensitively drawn and reproduced in faithful color, the 
page layouts suggesting the now familiar sheets of nature stamps following each area 
division. Descriptive captions, identified by numbers, supply the essential data, 
but the vagueness of locale may make regional differences fuzzy in the child's mind. 
An immense amount of information in compact packaging. Cloth. (Publ.) 


Foster, Genevieve Scribner 
BIRTHDAYS OF FREEDOM $2.75 


Teachers, parents, and children who have enjoyed and profited from this 
author's three world biographies of Lincoln, Washington, and Augustus Caesar will be 
predisposed toward this book, but they should be forewarned that this does not have 
the same type of horizontal construction that won the other books so many followers. 
Its subtitle is America’s Heritage from the Ancient World and it seems likely that the 
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‘gap between 476 and 1776, which the author is apparently leaving for subsequent volumes, 
will give younger children the sense of being left suspended in time. The material is 
well told, but the book should find its widest use when it is read with an adult close by. 
The author's drawings loom large, engulfing the text in some instances, and many of them 
are cluttered with maps, diagrams and charts that need adult elucidation. Cloth. (Publ.) 


Parker, Bertha Morris Simon & Schuster 
THE GOLDEN TREASURY OF NATURAL HISTORY $5 .00 


** A truly golden book to satisfy any child who is inquisitive about the natural 
world around him. The illustrations are super; the color reproduction is almost uniformly 
faithful; the page layouts are good; and the texture is such that one feels that one can 
almost pick the flowers, sea shells, etc., right off the page. Many of the color pictures 
come from the "Basic Science Education Series”, published for school use, and it is very 
good to have these available in a trade book edition. Other illustrations are taken from 
various Golden Nature Guides, but the material has been freshly laid out, is much fuller 
than either of the other sources, and is written in a simple but persuasive style that 
should stimulate every young scientist's curiosity. Cloth. (Publ.) 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN -- FICTION 


Heinlein, Robert A. Scribner 
THE ROLLING STONES $2.50 © 


* Mr. Heinlein -wonder of wonders- has turned out a WHOLESOME book on outer space. 
Booksellers and librarians can suggest this one with an easy conscience, even for the — 
timid. The Stones are a space-minded family of pioneer earth people who came to the moon 
to live. Headed by Hazel, a pistol-toting’ grandma, most of the interest centers around 
Castor and Pollux, the fifteen year old "unheavenly twins", a mischievous brace who want 
to go to Mars to sell second-hand bicycles, at a smart profit. Accordingly, the family 
buys a second-hand space ship and starts out for immeasureable space as casually as the 
average family embarks on @ picnic. Enroute to Mars, the mother, Dr. Stone, transfers to 
another space ship to be of help in a mysterious epidemic. Once arrived Grandma and five- 
year-old Buster are almost lost in outer space. The twins buy Buster a "flat cat", a 
charming animal which unfortunately breeds as fast as a hamster. We leave the Stones tak- 
ing off from Mars “outward bound to the ends of the Universe". Well up to standard for 
this popular author and enlivened further by skillful white on black drawings by Clifford 
Geary. (Publ.) 


Downey, Fairfax Scribner 
TRAIL OF THE IRON HORSE $2.50 


Well-documented story of how, despite the conventionalized Indians, the East and 
West Coasts of the United States were linked by the Iron Horse. Should appeal to teachers 
as outside reading because of its authentic historical setting. Suspenseful yarn linked 
by the rivalry of two young engineers, each of whom is working on a spur of the new rail- 
road. The dual romances are a bit pat and over-tidy. Will appeal mostly to boys who have 
. fees for hard-hitting, quick-draw tales. Spirited illustrations by Manning de V.Lee. 6 
Publ. 








